
THE JERSEY BREED 

 
A SYNOPSIS 

 
The Jersey  is the Breed of choice in the Tropics and Subtropics. Although other 
Breeds are also used in these zones, they necessitate  environmental  adjustments 
particularly in respect of Humidity and Temperature . These can be  very costly. 
 
The Jersey is a relatively small breed in size and weight . A 400 kg cow is rather a 
big animal within the breed. Normally  they reach 350/380 kg. These animals never 
“look fat “, due to their characteristic  body conformation . This enables them to be 
more efficient , under stressful conditions , than other breeds. Their metabolism is 
lees demanding hence a better adaptability and lower maintenance costs.  
 
Of course their production is not as high as that of the Holstein Frisian but this is 
compensated by a number of positive traits. A part from those already mentioned , 
there is a  higher  Butter Fat , Protein and Solids content in the milk.  This is 
particularly important if the Industry is geared for the processing of milk rather than 
the supply of fresh milk. 
 
With good pastures and an adequate feed supplementation, a Jersey cow  with a 
good genetic background can easily reach an average  production of 20/25 
litres/day in a lactation of 305 days . Of course heifers at their first lactation will 
produce less  but this is normal for all Breeds. 
 
Other characteristics of the Breed are well  detailed at page 4 of the article by Dr 
McDowell et al. (see article under Jersey Breed Standards )), To these it is essential 
to add  two most-valuable traits: Ease at Calving and Longevity. The former is  
commonly used by other Dairy breeds to “open” the heifers and avoid dystocia  and 
other calving problems. The latter provides a longer life time production record ( see  
data under Jersey Breed Standards). 
 
 Furthermore the cows are very docile animals and easily handled  in a family 
enterprise , particularly by women. 
 

From the economic point of view,  Jerseys heifers are  20/25 % cheaper than 
Holstein Frisian heifers . 
 
 

 
 


